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LIBERALS PADDING LEAD IN ADVANCE OF DEBATES

[Ottawa — June 3, 2014] — The race sees Kathleen
Wynne's Liberals opening up a wider lead in HIGHLIGHTS
advance of tonight’s critical debate. Most of this Jle Ontario provincial vote intention:

new advantage is due to a three-point decline in 1 38.8% Liberal
the Progressive Conservative Party’s fortunes. 130.5% Progressive Conservative
Given the limited sample sizes, we would advise #17.8% NDP

18.4% Green Party

caution in reading too much into this shift from
ution in reading uch i i ift fr 14.5% Other

yesterday. The key points of yesterday’s analysis

remain intact although this margin would probably 1§, Impact of federal Conservative

steer the Ontario Liberals into majority territory. presence:

1 41% Less likely to vote PC
A few notes on the polling methods. We are 1 29% Neither
planning to move to a three day rolling poll where 119% More likely to vote PC
the fourth night is dropped from the averages in 112% DK/NR

favour of the new day results. We have presenFed Please note that the methodology is provided at the
a four-day roll here but, as the campaign W end of this document.

progresses, we will be increasing our daily sample

sizes and move to a three-day roll. Tomorrow may || .{ twitter.com/EKOSResearch
show some influences of tonight’s debate, but the
real test will be what we see on Thursday, after n facebook.com/EKOSResearch

the results of the debate have parsed and mediated by the public and pundits alike. If we don't
see much change by Thursday, this will begin to point to a pretty clear Liberal path to victory.

Frankly, we don't think the debates are typically that influential in qualitatively altering an
election outcome. Despite being the most watched spectacle, they rarely alter the outcome of
political campaigns on Election Day.

There is, however, one major wild card still at play, and that is the critical issue of turnout.
Because we do not yet have enough cases to generate statistically reliable likely voter results (we
ultimately throw out the half of the sample who are most likely to not vote), we will not be
reporting on this until later in the week. Our model is a multi-variate index which relates past
proxies for turnout to guess who will show up. It combines past voting behaviour, commitment,
knowledge of polling station location, and likelihood of making it to the polling station to try and
divide the sample into likely and unlikely voters. We acknowledge that this is a pretty hazardous
exercise, but it is impossible to ignore this aspect of the campaign, particularly in an era of low
and possibly declining participation rates. We predict that the continued stubborn and high
indecision is not the typical indecision of the apathetic or weakly engaged. Some of it is a
reflection of those parts of the population, but a larger part consists of voters who are genuinely
conflicted by two equally appealing — or perhaps more unappealing — alternatives. The longer
that these voters remain stuck between the rock and hard place of the Liberal and Progressive
Conservative offerings, the greater the chances they will stay home.
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Demographics

While the demographics fluctuate to a certain extent with each poll, the overall trend seems to
be one of stability. The Liberals appear to be increasing their advantage with younger voters and
are holding a steady lead among those ages 45-64. Seniors, meanwhile, continue to lean towards
the PCs. Regionally, the core GTA remains a Liberal stronghold, but there is some evidence the
PCs have made gains in Southwestern Ontario. The University educated cohort has remained a
reliable source of support for the Liberals throughout the campaign, while the college educated
have been split between the Liberals and the PCs. High school graduates have moved around
quite a bit and all three parties seem to be competitive here.

Too much conservatism at once?

We have a number of diagnostic tools that we are using to enhance our understanding of the late
stage campaign dynamics. Yesterday, we shared our tracking of the impact of one dimension of
emotional engagement. Today, we present a test which asks whether the presence of majority
Conservative government in Ottawa dampens voters’ enthusiasm for a similarly striped PC
government in Queen’s Park. The results show that the public do believe this to be a factor with
more than twice as many saying the presence of Harper’s Conservative government makes them
less likely to vote PC in Ontario. The effect is significant across the partisan spectrum but clearly
strongest in the case of the Liberal supporters. It is mildly surprising that the NDP supporters,
who are supposed to be even more ideologically distant from the conservatives than the Liberals
are significantly less likely to factor this into their voting decisions.
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Top Line Results:

Ontario vote intention

Q. How do you plan fo vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12the*

Provincial resulis
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2011 Ontario Election Results
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*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figures include the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.

Note: Based on decided and leaning voters only. Our survey also finds that 18.8% of respondents are either undecided or ineligible to vote.
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Tracking Ontario vote intention

Q. How do you plan fo vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12the*
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*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figuresinclude the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.
Note: Based on decided and leaning voters only. Our survey also finds that 18.8% of respondents are either undecided or ineligible to vote.
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Daily fracking of vote intention

Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12the*

A0 e s 38.8%
—
30 - — -30.5%
20 AT e—
17.8%
10 === =TT e o
8.4%
—_— & 4.5%
0 r T T T T T T T T T
May 15 Mayl1l7 Mayl1l9 May21l May23 May25 May27 May29 May31l Jun02
B | LIBERAL BR ONTARIO P
- e COERAL —e— m "DPZ\\ D gl’een —=— Other

*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figuresinclude the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballof.
Note: Based on decided and leaning voters only. Our survey also finds that 18.8% of respondents are either undecided or ineligible to vote.
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Vote intention by gender/age

Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12the*

Gender Age
B0 T
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Ontario vote intention by region

Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12the*

3
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*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figuresinclude the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.
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Vote intention by other demographics

Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12the*

Education Country of birth

60
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School Canada Elsewhere
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*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figuresinclude the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.
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Impact of federal Conservative presence

Q. Does the presence of a majority Conservative federal government make you less or
more likely to vote for a conservative choice in the next provincial election?

Overall 29 19
Ontario Liberal Party“ 23 7

Progressive Conservative E 33 58

Ontario NDP 38 9
Green Party of Ontario 33 10

H Less likely Neither more nor less likely More likely
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Detailed Tables:

Provincial Vote Intention: Ontario

Q. Thinking about the upcoming provincial election on June 12th, have you already voted either at an advance

poll or by special ballot?

[IF YES] How did you vote in this election?
[IF NOJ] How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th?

[If undecided] Even if you do not have a firm idea, are you leaning towards a party?

[If yes] As it stands, towards which party are you leaning?

OVERALL

REGION
Toronto/Core GTA
Suburban GTA
Southwest Ontario
Ottawa and Eastern Ontario
NE/Central/NW Ontario
GENDER

Male

Female

AGE*

<45

45-64

65+

EDUCATION

High school or less
College or CEGEP
University or higher
COUNTRY OF BIRTH
Canada

Other

50.4%
38.3%
29.7%
31.1%
39.9%

36.3%
42.1%

41.9%
38.6%
34.4%

29.1%
34.3%
50.5%

39.6%
37.1%

ONTARIO

30.5%

21.0%
29.7%
38.9%
42.4%
24.1%

33.3%
27.0%

25.3%
29.9%
41.9%

35.5%
32.6%
24.1%

30.3%
31.3%

ONTARIO

NDP)> D green

17.8%

16.5%
18.0%
14.1%
20.9%
23.0%

18.0%
17.5%

18.3%
19.3%
13.3%

23.3%
19.4%
12.6%

16.8%
19.8%

8.4%

10.6%
8.6%
10.4%
2.6%
6.8%

8.1%
8.8%

8.9%
9.2%
4.9%

6.0%
11.2%
7.8%

8.9%
6.8%

Other

4.5%

1.5%
5.4%
6.9%
3.0%
6.2%

4.4%
4.7%

5.5%
3.0%
5.4%

6.2%
2.5%
5.1%

4.4%
5.0%

Sample
Size

758

193
171
170
119
105

367
383

150
305
293

147
200
396

579
172

*Due to the small sample size, we have combined the 18-24 and 25-44 age cohorts into a single category.
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Margin
of Error
(+/-)
3.6

7.1
7.5
7.5
9.0
9.6

5.1
5.0

8.0
5.6
5.7

8.1
6.9

4.9

4.1
7.5
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Impact of Federal Conservative Presence

Q. Does the presence of a majority Conservative federal government make you less or more likely to vote for a

conservative choice in the next provincial election?

Neither more

Less likely nor less likely More likely DK/NR
OVERALL 40.5% 29.1% 18.9% 11.5%
REGION
Toronto/Core GTA 52.2% 26.1% 14.5% 7.3%
Suburban GTA 36.3% 31.1% 21.3% 11.3%
Southwest Ontario 40.1% 34.1% 15.9% 9.9%
Ottawa and Eastern Ontario 26.5% 25.5% 31.1% 16.9%
NE/Central/NW Ontario 40.6% 27.3% 15.5% 16.6%
GENDER
Male 44.6% 30.1% 20.5% 4.7%
Female 40.7% 31.1% 19.0% 9.2%
AGE
<45 44.8% 30.7% 16.0% 8.5%
45-64 41.2% 33.3% 19.4% 6.1%
65+ 40.7% 25.8% 29.4% 4.1%
EDUCATION
High school or less 40.7% 26.6% 23.9% 8.9%
College or CEGEP 39.3% 33.0% 21.1% 6.6%
University or higher 48.4% 31.4% 15.4% 4.8%
COUNTRY OF BIRTH
Canada 41.8% 32.1% 18.8% 7.2%
Other 45.7% 25.1% 23.9% 5.3%
PROVINCIAL VOTE INTENTION
Ontario Liberal Party 66.1% 23.2% 6.7% 4.0%
Progressive Conservative 5.5% 32.9% 58.3% 3.3%
Ontario NDP 52.2% 38.1% 9.0% 0.8%
Green Party of Ontario 56.8% 32.9% 9.8% 0.5%
Other 53.4% 39.3% 2.0% 5.3%
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Sample
Size

934

223
220
212
145
134

417
461

178
350
345

184
242
441

683
196

306

246
117
57
32

Margin
of Error
(+/-)
3.2

6.6
6.6
6.7
8.1
8.5

4.8
4.6

7.4
5.2
5.3

7.2
6.3
4.7

3.8
7.0

5.6
6.3
9.1
13.0
17.3
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Methodology:

This study was conducted using Interactive Voice Response (IVR) technology, which allows
respondents to enter their preferences by punching the keypad on their phone, rather than
telling them to an operator.

In an effort to reduce the coverage bias of landline only RDD, we created a dual landline/cell
phone RDD sampling frame for this research. As a result, we are able to reach those with a
landline and cell phone, as well as cell phone only households and landline only households. This
methodology is not to be confused with the increasing proliferation of non-probability opt-in
online panels which have recently been incorrectly reported in major national media with
inappropriate margin of error estimates.

The field dates for this survey are May 30 — June 2, 2014. In total, a random sample of 934
Ontario residents aged 18 and over responded to the survey (including a sub-sample of 758
decided voters). The margin of error associated with the total sample is +/-3.2 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20.

Please note that the margin of error increases when the results are sub-divided (i.e., error
margins for sub-groups such as sex, age, education and region). All the data have been
statistically weighted by gender, age, and education to ensure the sample’s composition
reflects that of the actual population of Ontario according to Census data.
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