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RACE BREAKING LIBERAL 
LIBERALS APPEAR HEADED TO MAJORITY 

 

[Ottawa – June 11, 2014] – In a very important 

last-minute development, we see the race re-

establishing its stable pattern from the pre-debate 

period. The Liberals now have a highly statistically 

significant lead of six points (36.6 per cent to 30.2 

per cent) which places them not only in range of 

victory, but in majority territory. The evidence 

seems to show that the debate effect has followed 

a common pattern of dissipating and the 

electorate have reverted to the positions they held 

in the first three weeks of the campaign. 

 

The picture only gets rosier for the Liberals when 

we turn to likely voters. The six-point lead 

expands to eight points when we adjust for likely 

voters. 

 

Our guess at this point is that the ballot box issue 

of minimal government versus active government 

was the deciding factor in this late shift. It was 

what had sustained a solid (albeit modest) lead 

for Wynne up until the debate. The debate shifted 

voter focus from this high ground to the low 

ground of ethics and regime fatigue. It now appears that the electorate have chosen the earlier 

issue as the more important one and that this will propel Wynne to a clear and surprising victory. 

 

Looking at the demographics, we see the Liberals have re-established their lead with women and 

those ages 45-64, while the Progressive Conservatives still lead with seniors and – although 

statistically insignificantly – with men. If there is good news to be found for the PCs in this poll, it 

is that much of their loss has been concentrated among those under 45, a group with a 

particularly low propensity to vote anyway. The Liberals have also pulled into a tie with the PCs in 

Eastern Ontario. The exact cause of this last shift is unclear (and it may very well be a one-time 

blip), but it could be related to recent confusion over whether a PC-led government would 

support Ottawa’s LRT expansion. 

 

One final comment on the polls: We have never seen the erratic and confusing patterns that 

might be drawn across other polls. In our polling, the trends and demographics have been stable 

and well behaved. Apart from a single point where Hudak moved ahead Wynne has maintained a 

stable lead and she now has clearly recaptured this. So we will restate our earlier conclusion that 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Ontario provincial vote intention: 

¤ 36.6% Liberal 

¤ 30.2% Progressive Conservative 

¤ 21.5% NDP 

¤ 6.6% Green Party 

¤ 5.0% Other 
 

• Likely voters*: 

¤ 41.1% Liberal 

¤ 33.2% Progressive Conservative 

¤ 17.1% NDP 

¤ 5.6% Green Party 

¤ 2.9% Other 
 

*Note that our model has been revised since our last 

report. See discussion on page 2. 

 

Please note that the methodology is provided at the 

end of this document. 

 twitter.com/EKOSResearch 
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the race is headed to a Wynne victory and most likely to a majority. We could, of course, be 

wrong. But we don’t think so and all will be clear in two days. 

 

 

A Note on Likely Voters: 

 

 

While looking at our likely voter model, we felt that we might not be giving enough weight to the 

role of education and age in shaping turnout, as our past research has shown that university and 

college graduates are considerably more likely to vote that those limited to a high school 

education or less. Consequently, we have added a new item to the index which assigns a score of 

2.0 to those who have completed either a college or a university level education. 

 

To quickly summarize how the likely voter score is calculated: 

 

• Past vote behaviour (maximum score of 2 points). The respondent receives one 

point if they voted in the 2011 federal election, one point if they voted in the 2011 

Ontario election, and two points if they voted in both elections. 

• Emotional engagement (maximum score of 0.5 points). The respondent receives 

half a point for indicating that they are either angry or hopeful when thinking about 

Kathleen Wynne’s Liberal government. 

• Intention (maximum score of 2 points). The respondent receives one point for 

rating their likelihood to vote as six (out of seven) or two points for rating their likelihood 

to vote as seven (out of seven). Alternatively, the respondent receives two points if they 

say they have already voted. 

• Knowing location of polling station (maximum score of 1 point). The respondent 

receives one point if they “clearly” know the location of their polling station. Alternatively, 

the respondent receives one point if they say they have already voted. 

• Age (maximum score of 2.5 points). The respondent receives 2.5 points if they are 

65 or over, two points if they ages 45 to 64, and one point if they are ages 25 to 44. 

• Education (maximum score of 2 points). The respondent receives 2.0 points if they 

have completed either a college or university education. 

 

Finally, we tally the scores and identify the ~50 per cent of the population that is most likely to 

show up and vote on Election Day. In this case, we take all those respondents who score 7.5 or 

greater (out of a maximum possible score of 10.0). 
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Top Line Results: 
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Ontario vote intention
Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th?*

*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figures include the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.

Note: Based on decided and leaning voters only.

BASE: Residents of Ontario; June 9-10, 2014 (n=1,332)
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Daily tracking of Ontario vote intention
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Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th?*

*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figures include the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.

Note: Based on decided and leaning voters only.

BASE: Residents of Ontario; most recent data point June 9-10, 2014 (n=1,332)  
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Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th?*

*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figures include the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.

BASE: Residents of Ontario; June 9-10, 2014 (n=1,332)  
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Vote intention by other demographics

College Born in 
Canada

Born 
Elsewhere

UniversityHigh 
School

Education Country of birth

Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th?*

*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figures include the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.

BASE: Residents of Ontario; June 9-10, 2014 (n=1,332)  
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Q. How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th?*

*Respondents were also asked if they had already voted. Figures include the responses of those who voted in advance polls or by special ballot.

BASE: Residents of Ontario; June 9-10, 2014 (n=1,332)  
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Detailed Tables: 

 

Provincial Vote Intention: Ontario 

Q. Thinking about the upcoming provincial election on June 12th, have you already voted either at an advance 
poll or by special ballot? 
 [IF YES] How did you vote in this election? 
[IF NO] How do you plan to vote in the upcoming provincial election on June 12th? 
  [If undecided] Even if you do not have a firm idea, are you leaning towards a party? 
   [If yes] As it stands, towards which party are you leaning? 

 
    

Other 
Sample 

Size 

Margin 
of Error 
(+/-) 

OVERALL 36.6% 30.2% 21.5% 6.6% 5.0% 1092 3.0 

REGION        

Toronto/Core GTA 49.4% 25.2% 20.4% 2.4% 2.5% 269 6.0 

Suburban GTA 40.9% 33.2% 14.2% 6.0% 5.6% 263 6.0 

Southwest Ontario 22.0% 33.1% 29.2% 9.9% 5.8% 233 6.4 

Ottawa and Eastern Ontario 36.6% 36.5% 14.3% 4.5% 8.2% 162 7.7 

NE/Central/NW Ontario 31.2% 23.4% 30.0% 11.2% 4.2% 165 7.6 

GENDER        

Male 34.0% 36.5% 18.9% 6.9% 3.8% 555 4.2 

Female 39.0% 24.3% 24.2% 6.5% 6.0% 525 4.3 

AGE        

<45 34.1% 25.0% 26.9% 7.3% 6.7% 213 6.7 

45-64 40.2% 33.1% 17.7% 6.0% 3.0% 423 4.8 

65+ 33.4% 38.2% 17.3% 6.2% 4.8% 439 4.7 

EDUCATION        

High school or less 23.0% 31.1% 30.5% 5.6% 9.8% 196 7.0 

College or CEGEP 30.7% 34.0% 22.3% 8.9% 4.1% 363 5.1 

University or higher 50.7% 26.5% 15.0% 5.4% 2.4% 524 4.3 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH        

Canada 35.4% 31.0% 23.2% 6.7% 3.7% 851 3.4 

Other 41.0% 27.6% 15.2% 6.5% 9.7% 239 6.3 
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Emotions towards Current Government 

Q. When thinking about Kathleen Wynne's Liberal government, which of the following emotions best describes 
how you feel? 

 Angry Discouraged Happy Hopeful Other 
Sample 

Size 

Margin 
of Error 
(+/-) 

OVERALL 27.0% 26.1% 8.2% 28.7% 10.0% 1322 2.7 

REGION        

Toronto/Core GTA 19.5% 23.1% 9.3% 43.1% 5.0% 304 5.6 

Suburban GTA 28.4% 21.1% 9.1% 31.6% 9.8% 318 5.5 

Southwest Ontario 35.9% 30.7% 8.1% 14.4% 11.0% 291 5.7 

Ottawa and Eastern Ontario 25.9% 31.7% 3.5% 25.8% 13.1% 207 6.8 

NE/Central/NW Ontario 23.8% 25.8% 10.0% 27.5% 13.0% 202 6.9 

GENDER        

Male 33.1% 28.0% 8.6% 26.1% 4.2% 626 3.9 

Female 24.6% 28.0% 8.5% 34.8% 4.0% 598 4.0 

AGE        

<45 29.7% 30.1% 8.2% 27.7% 4.3% 249 6.2 

45-64 27.9% 25.1% 9.9% 32.8% 4.3% 472 4.5 

65+ 28.7% 28.6% 7.1% 33.0% 2.4% 499 4.4 

EDUCATION        

High school or less 31.7% 29.7% 11.5% 21.0% 6.0% 235 6.4 

College or CEGEP 31.5% 32.8% 5.6% 28.1% 2.1% 412 4.8 

University or higher 24.3% 22.9% 8.7% 40.9% 3.2% 574 4.1 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH        

Canada 29.7% 28.1% 7.0% 30.5% 4.7% 973 3.1 

Other 24.4% 26.2% 14.5% 30.7% 4.3% 270 6.0 

PROVINCIAL VOTE INTENTION        

Ontario Liberal Party 1.5% 11.6% 17.5% 68.2% 1.1% 436 4.7 

Progressive Conservative 64.2% 28.5% 3.1% 4.2% 0.0% 356 5.2 

Ontario NDP 33.5% 39.9% 3.1% 21.3% 2.1% 191 7.1 

Green Party of Ontario 26.5% 47.0% 4.6% 18.0% 3.8% 67 12.0 

Other 26.4% 32.9% 16.0% 20.4% 4.2% 42 15.1 
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Methodology: 

 

This study was conducted using Interactive Voice Response (IVR) technology, which allows 

respondents to enter their preferences by punching the keypad on their phone, rather than 

telling them to an operator.  

 

In an effort to reduce the coverage bias of landline only RDD, we created a dual landline/cell 

phone RDD sampling frame for this research. As a result, we are able to reach those with a 

landline and cell phone, as well as cell phone only households and landline only households. This 

methodology is not to be confused with the increasing proliferation of non-probability opt-in 

online panels which have recently been incorrectly reported in major national media with 

inappropriate margin of error estimates.  

 

The field dates for this survey are June 9-10, 2014. In total, a random sample of 1,332 Ontario 

residents aged 18 and over responded to the survey (including a sub-sample of 1,092 decided 

voters). The margin of error associated with the total sample is +/-2.7 percentage points, 19 

times out of 20. 

 

Please note that the margin of error increases when the results are sub-divided (i.e., error 

margins for sub-groups such as sex, age, education and region). All the data have been 

statistically weighted by gender, age, and education to ensure the sample’s composition 

reflects that of the actual population of Ontario according to Census data. 

 


