NOTES ON THE DECIPHERMENT
OF TARTESSIAN AS CELTIC

TERRENCE KAUFMAN
<kaanbahlam@gmail.com>



TABLE OF CONTENTS
[0] Introduction/Preface/Foreword

[1] The Tartessian Inscriptions, the Tartessian Polity, and the Tartessian
Language

[2] Tartessian is Celtic
[2.1] Koch’ s Argument that Tartessian is Celtic
[2.2] Another “decipherment” of Tartessian as Celtic
[2.3] Celtichood:

[3] The Tartessian Writing System

[3.1] The names of the letters in the Phoenician Consonantal
Alphabet
[3.2] The Tartessian alpha-syllabary

[3.3] Punctuation and other formatting
[3.4] Origin of the Tartessian alpha-syllabary
[3.5] A Later Manifestation?
[3.6] Transcription practices
[4] Some methodological points on decipherment
[5] Conclusions Regarding the Linguistic Features of Tartessian
[5.1] Diachronic Phonology
[5.2] Tartessian Sound System
[5.2.1] Tartessian Phoneme Inventory
[5.2.2] Distribution of Vowel Length
[5.2.3] Distribution of Consonant Gemination
[5.2.4] More on Stress in Tartessian
{5.2.5] Pronunciation of /z/

[5.2.6] Spelling of Diphthongs



[5.2.7] Variation within the Tartessian corpus
[5.3] Lexical and Morphological Peculiarities

[5.3.1] The verb <n-a-z-ke-e->

[5.3.2] Mysterious derivational suffix {.a:y.o-}
[5.4] Verbs

[5.4.1] Verb Suffixes

[5.4.2] Excursus: the Celtic imperfect

[5.4.3] Paradigmatic Ablaut

[5.4.4] “to be”

[5.4.5] Auxiliary <ba-a>

[5.4.6] ta:- and sta:-

[5.4.7] ro- as a marker of perfective aspect

[5.4.8] Preverbs
[5.5] Syntax

[5.5.1] Tartessian Word Order

[5.5.2] Morphosyntactic Influence from Late
Egyptian around the Mediterranean

[5.6] Nominals
[5.6.1] Nominal-Suffixes: case and number
[5.6.2] Pronouns
[5.6.3] Anaphoric Pronoun
[5.6.4] Demonstratives

[5.6.5] “they, them”



[6] The Position of Tartessian within Celtic

- [6.1) Summary of Tartessian Grammatical Features with Relevance for
Classification and Reconstruction

[6.2] Phonological Data and Conclusions on the Position of Tartessian
within Celtic

[6.3.] Feedback from Eric Hamp
[7] Another “Decipherment” of Tartessian as Celtic
[8] Place names and personal names transmitted by Greeks and Romans
[8.1] Turdetanian Toponyms
[8.2] “Hipponic”
[8.2.1] para-Bask etymologies of Hipponic Turdetanian topdnyms
[8.3] The element -uba
[9] Non-Celtic material in Tartessian
[10] Non-alpha-syllabic sources of Tartessian material
{11] Names
{12] Tartessian Texts transcribed and analyzed

[subdivided]

[13] Tartessian Vocabulary
[14] Indo-European words for ‘wolf” and ‘fox’
[15] Abbreviations and conventions

[16] Bibliography



